Receptor-mediated changes in intracellular [Ca2+] in cultured rat brain capillary endothelial cells.
Agents which are known to alter blood-brain barrier permeability have been tested for their ability to raise [Ca2+]i in rat brain capillary endothelial cells loaded with the calcium indicator Fura-2, and subjected to dual wavelength excitation. The cells show increases in [Ca2+]i in response to bradykinin, histamine and ATP. Possible sources of this calcium are discussed.